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PUBLICATION
CHAIR
PAM SHAINHOUSE
I find it hard to believe that this is my
second year as the publication chair
for the ROOTS magazine. Organizing
and editing a magazine was definitely
a new venture for me, but it has
turned out to be a wonderful learning
experience.
As the daughter of a strong Zionist,
Israel was always in the forefront of
my mind. I was taught that charity was

essential. Israel was where I would
dedicate a significant amount of my
support. I have seen first-hand how
Israel depends on every dollar that we
raise through the JNF programmes. I
recommend to all, the benefits of going
on a JNF mission to Israel, as then see
with your own eyes the remarkable
work done by this charity.

notified about events happening at JNF
Toronto, you will be eager to attend.

I know that you will enjoy reading
about the recent “happenings” since
our Passover issue. The events are well
thought out and well attended. Read
on and you will see how when you are

Pam Shainhouse

I believe that I have one of the best
volunteer positions at JNF because I
have the first opportunity to wish you
and your family a Chag Sameach, a
new year filled with excellent health,
kindness and peace. Enjoy this ROOTS!

September 2011
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JNF TORONTO
PRESIDENT
NATHAN DISENHOUSE
Shana Tova. I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome you to our
Rosh Hashanah edition of Roots.
Having finished my first year as
your President, we have been very
busy planning during our 110th
Anniversary year in putting on
events that is establishing JNF as the
main contributor to the continued
development of Eretz Israel and will
continue to do so in the future.
JNF began purchasing the Land of
Israel over 100 years ago, thanks to
the selling of trees and the filling of
blue boxes. However since that time,
we have built parks, made water flow
in the desert, constructed roads and
built cities. JNF/KKL currently leads
the world in environmental research
and development. What JNF means
to Israel is Research, Education,
Tourism, Community Development
and Security. Look for our new
signage once again this year focusing
on our mission. As well, please see
our newly designed website which
has a basketful of information on
what we in Toronto are doing as well
as in Israel.
I have focused our efforts on three
areas. Those areas cover Education:
educating ourselves and the greater

community- not only about what
JNF accomplishes in Israel, but also
about the contribution it makes
globally in terms of bettering the
environment;
New
LeadershipFuture:
mentoring
our
new
leadership with new fresh programs
catered to the next generation, using
our long established members and
contributors; Partnerships: joint
projects with other organizations that
are 100% Israel.
I am pleased to announce that our
2011 Negev Tribute Dinner honouree
is Mr. John Tory, a business leader,
community activist and broadcaster.
John has an extensive background in
volunteer community service as well
as being the Past President and CEO
of Rogers Cable, Canada’s largest
cable and Internet service provider.
As well, we all know John as a former
elected Representative serving as a
member of the Provincial Parliament,
Leader of the Ontario PC Party and
official leader of the Opposition. I’m
sure Mr. Tory will be an inspiration to
the broader community in what will
be an exciting project. Our Kick-off
was held September 7 at the Events
on the Park. The Negev Dinner will be
held on November 20th at the Royal
York Hotel. I know that along with our
dinner co-chair persons, Mrs. Honey
Sherman, Mr. Ronald Appleby and
Mr. Harley Mintz, this will be a very
successful event.

Since our last edition of Roots,
we have completed 3 community
events, and have another 5 events
scheduled leading up to the Negev
Dinner. Just to give you a taste of
what we have planned, our Future
Group will be hosting a party at
Corus Quay in September with the
proceeds going to the development
of a multi-functional sports field on
a Kibbutz in the Northern Carmel
Coast. The Correctional Officers
Ride (a fund for the families of the
lost correction officers during the
Carmel Fire), our first Future Speaker
series (networking for young Jewish
entrepreneurs), the 3rd Mother /
Daughter Cook for a Cause and
finally our second annual JNF Hoops
classic at the beginning of November.
In the midst of all this activity, JNF will
have their sold out Mission to Spain
and Israel at the end of November.
I thank our office staff, our Executive
Director Josh Cooper and all the
past and new volunteers who have
been working hard to make this all
happen. I encourage all of you who
aren’t yet involved to get involved.
JNF has entered a new era, one where
the State of Israel needs us more than
ever. We need to support, build and
preserve the State of Israel to keep
our children and grandchildren safe.
From my family to yours, we wish all
of you Chag Samayach and a healthy,
happy and sweet year to come.
Shana Tova!

CHECK OUT OUR NEWF
VIRTUAL JNF BLUE BOX AT:F

WWW.JNFBLUEBOX.COM
WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA
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FRANK A. WILSON, CHRP,CPC
JNF NATIONAL PRESIDENT

JOE RABINOVITCH

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT
JNF CANADA

Events in Israel over the past few
months have taken an ominous turn
for the worst with the infiltration of
terrorist groups from the Sinai into
southern Israel. As well, the launch of
numerous rockets and artillery from
Gaza into nearby towns and cities,
although quiet now, still represents a
danger and lethal threat to residents in
those areas.
JNF has undertaken to provide the
residents with some enhanced security
for their travel and well-being. In

NATIONAL
PRESIDENT &
NATIONAL
EXECUTIVE
VICE-PRESIDENT

co-operation with the IDF, JNF has
undertaken to plant trees alongside
the major roads in the area. These
trees will provide camouflage so that
residents can travel along these roads
with some increase in confidence.
This project has been made possible
by the funds raised in Toronto and
across Canada through the High
Holiday and Yizkor appeals and the
recent Tu Bi’Shevat telethon. It is an
example of the all encompassing
work of JNF; not only do we reclaim

the desert providing funding for R
& D, maintain and grow the forests
of Israel, build and enhance urban
parks, filter and improve the quality
of water derived from sewage and run
off, etc., but we also are involved in
helping in the security challenges of
all Israelis. From the security roads on
the Lebanese border to the “Miles of
Trees” on the Gaza border, JNF has a
direct impact on the lives of all Israelis.
The Toronto JNF community should
take pride in all it is doing for Israeli

CHECK OUT OUR NEW JNF STREET SIGNS
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
JOSH COOPER
The first 9 months of this year have
been tremendous. The office is
constantly busy, volunteers have
been coming in, the staff is busy
planning events, and everyone is
gearing up for our 63rd annual Negev
Dinner honouring a long time friend
of our community, John Tory.
Since our last edition of ROOTS, our
schedule has been filled with many
opportunities for people to engage
and learn about the inspiring work
of JNF. You will read all about our
exciting events in the following
pages.

In the midst of all these events, we
have made some changes in the
office. Thank you to Lil Jacobson for
23 years of dedication to JNF Toronto.
I want to welcome our new staff, Elana
Paice Lidsky and Michelle Spring.
We also continue to work with our
good friends at the National Office,
Frank A. Wilson, National President
and Joe Rabinovitch, Executive Vice
President.
Having recently returned from Israel
on both our JNF Toronto’s first Young
Leadership Mission and first Yom
Ha’Atzmaut Mission, and seeing
our projects from the north to the
south, it is incredible to see the
work of JNF. Our annual campaign,
“JNF is 100% Israel” is right on the
mark! No matter where you go in
Israel, from the Menara Cliffs on the
border with Lebanon, the Golan, Hula

Valley Bird Sanctuary, Research and
Development centres, classrooms
new communities being built in the
Negev, the restoration of the ancient
Walls of the City of Jerusalem, parks,
rivers, fighting forest fires and
developing major tourist attractions,
it is clear that JNF truly touches 100%
of Israel.
All of this tremendous work is
possible because of your support.
Hopefully you will be able to
experience the 110 years of JNF/
KKL’s accomplishments in the near
future.
As we enter into the New Year, I want
to wish you and your loved ones a
Shana Tova. I hope to see you at some
of our exciting upcoming events in
the next few months.

NATIONAL
EDUCATION SHLICHA
AVIVA REIFLER
As the High Holidays approach, a
new school year has already begun.
I am looking forward to celebrating
JNF-KKL’s 110th Anniversary and
exploring how environmentalism
and an ecology focus, along with
Zionism, has contributed to the
numerous accomplishments and
agricultural achievements within
Israel.

WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

Our most exciting new program this
year “Learning Through Stamps” will
use stamps produced by KKL over
the past 110 years to teach about the
history of the modern State of Israel,
its development, history, pioneers
and leaders. It is a fun and interactive
way to teach about not only the
building of Israel, but also the impact
that KKL has had over the years.

Weeks” and “JNF Gardens for
Schools and Summer Camps”.
Our very successful “Missions to
Israel” trips are continuing and are
growing to include new groups and
organizations.
I wish you a Happy and Healthy New
Year – Shana Tova U’Metuka.

Some of our other programs will
include “International Clean-up
Day”, “Professional Days”, “Green

ROOTS
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The Annual Negev Dinner and
Campaign is right around the corner.
This year’s event promises to be an
extraordinary evening. JNF Toronto is
thrilled to honour Mr. John Tory – an
exceptional and inspiring community
leader. Three outstanding members
of our Toronto Jewish community
have stepped up to chair the 2011
Dinner. Ronald Appleby, Harley Mintz
and Honey Sherman are heading a
remarkable team of community leaders
coming together to support JNF and
John Tory.
Funds raised for the 2011 Negev
Campaign will be directed to The
John A. Tory Memorial Autism Therapy
Garden at the ALUT Home for Autistic
Youth. ALUT is developing a state of
the art “home for life” in the heart of
the Negev, in the Iris Village in Be’er
Sheva. JNF is proud of its mandate
to sustain Israelis with disabilities,
providing ongoing support for the
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benefit of people living with autism.
The Autism Therapy Garden, founded
in loving memory of John A. Tory, will
create a restorative green environment.
The Therapy Garden will provide an
unparalleled outdoor living space.
Through expertise in landscaping and
infrastructure development, life at the
ALUT Home in the Iris Village will have
all the therapeutic benefits of outdoor
living and activities.
At the heart of this vital Negev
Campaign Project and of this year’s
dinner is John Tory. John Tory is a
lawyer, business leader, community
activist and broadcaster. He is a former
MPP, Leader of the Ontario PC Party
and Leader of the Official Opposition
in Ontario Parliament. In the 1980’s,
John served as Principal Secretary to
Premier Bill Davis and as Associate
Secretary of the Ontario Cabinet. In
1995, John Tory was President and CEO
of Rogers Media Inc. and then Rogers

Cable. He has served as volunteer
Chairman and Commissioner of the
Canadian Football League and has
chaired fundraising campaigns for
St. Michael’s Hospital and the United
Way. John Tory is chairing the current
fundraising campaign for the Toronto
International Film Festival. He also
holds leadership positions in a wide
range of other charitable organizations.
John Tory was a founding Board
Member and is the voluntary Chair
of the Greater Toronto CivicAction
Alliance. He hosts a daily talk show on
Newstalk 1010.
For further information about the Negev
Dinner Campaign and the event please
contact Negev Campaign Director,
Elana Paice Lidsky or Administrative
Coordinator Michelle Spring at tor@
jnf.ca or (416) 638-7200. JNF Toronto
looks forward to you support of
this exceptional annual event and
Campaign.
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NEGEV DINNER

KICK-OFF EVENT

The 2011 Negev Campaign kicked off
with a bang. JNF and honouree John
Tory announced support for a very
important project in the Negev; The
John A. Tory Memorial Autism Therapy
Garden in the Iris Village at the ALUT
residential home in Be’er Sheva.
Over 100 volunteers and supporters
joined John Tory on September 7th

WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

at Events on the Park to Kick Off
this year’s campaign.
John Tory
delivered an inspiring address about
his role as a community leader and
his support of JNF. Dinner Co-Chair
Harley Mintz shared three important
goals for this year’s campaign …
significant fundraising, a fun evening
and campaign, and dinner to end by
9:30p.m.

The Negev Campaign and this year’s
dinner promise to be a great success.
Please consider supporting this vital
campaign for Israel’s Negev Region.
For more information on how to donate
or to get involved please contact
Elana Paice Lidsky, Negev Campaign
Director at elana.paicelidsky@jnf.ca
or (416)638-7200.

ROOTS
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MC HAMMER AT THE

JNF FUTURE PARTY

After the success of last year’s
inaugural event, JNF Future was thrilled
to host the second annual Future Party
on Thursday, September 22, 2011. This
year, guests partied with Diamond
Recording Artist MC Hammer on
the lake at the stunning Corus Quay.
Scrumptious appetizers and desserts,
open bar, great music and some
retro giveaways all contributed to a
smashing success that saw over 500
people in attendance.
The evening began with a special
VIP reception where guests met with
MC Hammer in an intimate setting.
The glassed-in VIP lounge allowed
participants to look over the party
from two levels up, with a bar and
hors d’oeuvres provided throughout
the night and the opportunity to have
pictures with the star attraction.
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The main event had everyone dancing
and singing along, as Hammer and his
crew of twelve dancers entertained the
crowd with songs ranging from soul
standards to his most popular Grammy
Award-winning hits. U Can’t Touch This
invited everyone to join the stage and
bust a move as the finale to an exciting
performance.
Funds raised from the Future Party will
help develop a sports field at the Yafit
Park complex in Kibbutz HaHotrim
in the northern Carmel coast, which
was founded in 1942 and today has
600 residents. In 2000, the kibbutz
economy collapsed and as a result the
community underwent radical changes
in its socio-economic structure. The
newly-elected committee is made
up of idealistic and motivated young
people who put in extensive voluntary

hours to improve social, economic and
community life. One of their initiatives
is the development of Yafit Park, which
will provide local area inhabitants with
a pleasant outdoor venue in which to
meet.
JNF thanks the Future Party co-chairs
for their hard work and dedication:
Stephen Arbib, Lesley Glowinsky, Alana
Konopny, Darren Slavens and Candace
Zwicker, all of whom worked tirelessly
to make the event a winner. A big thank
you to our Patron Sponsors: Faircourt
Asset Management Inc., Lillian and
Norman Glowinsky and Steam Whistle
Brewing; and to our Friend Sponsors:
Charles and Marilyn Gold, Reserve
Properties, Slavens and Associates,
Magen Boys Entertainment and Sugar
Bay Resort and Spa.

VOLUME 12 NO. 2
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BIKERS RIDE THE

CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS RIDE

The December 2, 2010 fire that
swept through the Carmel Forest
both destroyed natural habitat and
tragically claimed the lives of 40 prison
wardens who were en route to assist in
the evacuation of 500 prisoners from
Damon Prison. After hearing Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
ask that funds raised in the Diaspora
be directed to the Jewish National
Fund, officers working in various
Ontario prisons contacted JNF in the
hopes of organizing an event to show
their support of the families of fallen
comrades. Ontario correctional officer
David MacKinnon states the importance
of reaching out to his ‘brothers in arms’:
“Although we live and work in different
parts of the world, we still have the
same hopes and fears. We do our job
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the best we can and hope to get back
home safe and sound. Tragically, this
did not happen for them.”
The JNF, along with the Hard Chargers,
a law enforcement, correctionsbased motorcycle club, organized the
Correctional Officers Ride (C.O.R.) for
September 25, 2011. Funds raised from
the Ride will establish an educational
scholarship fund for the children of the
fallen Israeli prison wardens.
When asked why he got involved in the
C.O.R., committee member Michael
Charendoff said: “I felt this is a way to
help the families of the victims. Sending
a donation is one thing, but being a
part of an effort to make a significant
contribution is more meaningful.”

The Rio Can complex at Jane Street
and Highway 7 was the start and end
point for the more than 70 participants,
which included members of the YOW’s
and Golf Riders, taking them on a
beautiful 2-hour route. David Sweet,
Member of Parliament for AncasterDundas-Flamborough-Westdale, was
the honourary Chair for the event,
and the opening ceremonies featured
a memorial for correctional officers
who have fallen in the line of duty.
Participants and their families enjoyed
a lunch donated by PR Creative
Caterers and a presentation by the
Institutional Crisis Intervention team.
Thank you to all for a successful ride in
support of a wonderful cause.

VOLUME 12 NO. 2
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10TH ANNUAL

GOLF TOURNAMENT

The 10th Annual Golf Classic of JNF
Toronto was held on June 6th, 2011
at the fabulous Magna Golf Club in
Aurora. The sun shone brightly on all
those who participated and everyone
enjoyed the perfect weather. A
committee of dedicated volunteers
under the chairmanship of Howard
Davidson and Sam Lighter did a
superb job of organizing the event
and many corporate and private
sponsors participated in the financing
of the tournament. A hearty thank you
is extended to our Titanium sponsor
Frank Stronach. His generosity helped
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make the tournament a resounding
success. A great day of golf was
followed by a sumptuous dinner,
distribution of trophies, prizes and an
exciting live auction.

We thank our very special guests
from the NHL Alumni Association, Bill
Derlago, Gary Leeman, Mark Osborne
and Jack Valiquette, who once again
donated their time to help us out.

An on-line auction was held prior to the
tournament. It was a great success and
plans are already underway for next
year. Proceeds from the auction and the
tournament are being directed towards
the development of the grounds at
ALUT – a home for Autistic children and
young adults in Be’er Sheva.

Plans for the 11th Annual JNF Golf
Classic are underway. The date and
location will be announced shortly.
We expect the Tournament to sell out
quickly so to avoid disappointment call
the JNF office (416-638-7200) to reserve
your spot.

VOLUME 12 NO. 2

ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING

The Jewish National Fund of Toronto
held its Annual General Meeting at
On The Park Events and Conference
Centre on June 13th, 2011. The evening
began with a Cocktail Reception.
Highlights of the meeting included
reports on programs and fundraising
activities of the previous year. Several
new members of the Board of Directors
were elected to join existing Board
Members, while a number of former
Members retired.

WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

As is our custom, awards were
presented and helped to make the
evening a festive occasion. The Bernard
M. Bloomfield Medal was presented to
Anthony Hoffer and Ben Springer for
their work on behalf of JNF. The Patricia
Joy Alpert Memorial Leadership Award
was presented to Jenna Kellner for
her work as a dedicated JNF Future
Volunteer. The Gary and Judy Neinstein
Student Achievement Award was given
to two TanenbaumCHAT Grade 12
Students, Becky Friedman and Matthew

Goodman, for their outstanding
contribution to the work of JNF and our
community in supporting Israel. The
Jerusalem Flag Award was presented
to Associated Hebrew Schools Kamin
Campus in recognition of devotion and
dedication to the Zionist cause and the
work of JNF.
A draw was held for a weekend at
the Grand Hotel and the evening
concluded with a Dessert Reception.
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YOM HA’ATZMAUT

MISSION TO ISRAEL

JNF had two great tours this past
summer during which we were able
to celebrate the beauty of Israel and
showcase some wonderful JNF projects.
The Yom Ha’atzmaut tour in April
brought to Israel 30 people over 40
years old who had never been or had
not been to Israel in over 10 years.
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The group spent 2 beautiful weeks
in Israel with highlights including a
geopolitical introduction to Jerusalem
neighborhoods where Jews and Arabs
reside side by side on the city’s seam
line by Avi Melamed, former advisor
to Mayor Teddy Kolleck, a Segway
tour of Armon Hanatziv, the Palmach
museum, participation in a traditional

“tish” in Mea Shearim, bird tagging
in the Hula Valley, volunteering in the
Carmel forest, a chocolate workshop
in Kibbutz Degania, stunning dinners at
Dubrovin Farms and the Levona Grove
and the group favourite- an impromptu
meeting with Israeli soldiers who were
in the field training.

VOLUME 12 NO. 2

YOUNG LEADERSHIP

MISSION TO ISRAEL

The JNF Future tour brought 20 young
professionals to Israel this past July.
The purpose of the trip was to bring
awareness to the diversity of JNF
projects in Israel. The group visited
Canada Park, the Tu Bi’Shevat telethon
project “Miles of Trees” near Gaza,
visited R&D centres growing produce
in the middle of the Negev Desert,
planted trees in the Lavi Forest and met
with residents of Halutziot. The group
had two extremely unique experiences

WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

including a visit to the police station
in Sderot where they saw a display of
actual Qasam rockets that have been
falling on this region without avail for
the past 10 years and they also had the
opportunity to spray the water cannon
of a JNF fire truck that had been used in
the 2010 Carmel Forest fire.
Co-chair Paul Budovitch says about
the JNF Future tour: “When you come
to Israel with a KKL-JNF mission, you

see things you would never have
seen on your own, and you get a local
perspective on reality. In addition, one
of the most exciting experiences I’ve
had has been seeing the infrastructures
that I know [JNF Toronto] helped fund.”
Stay tuned for more information
about upcoming JNF Tours. For more
information: rebecca@jnf.ca

ROOTS
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GRAND SLAM PRO AM

TENNIS EVENT

The annual Grand Slam Pro Am tennis
event was held on Sunday May 15th at
the Rexall Centre at York University.
Over 20 players came out to spend a
morning improving their skills with
tennis pros and an afternoon of matches
within their individual skill levels.
Participants and their families enjoyed
a barbecue lunch, and the dynamic
live auction prior to the games helped
to further raise funds for the benefiting
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charities. Refreshments of strawberries
and cream mid-afternoon lent a taste of
Wimbledon to the on-court action.
Tournament Director David Granovsky
thanked the hard work of his committee
and organizers, and shared the history
and missions of each charitable cause
involved with this year’s tournament.
The mission of the Grand Slam Pro
Am is to respond to the needs of

communities both here and abroad,
and the proceeds of this year’s event
have gone to the Reena Foundation for
individuals with special needs, Tennis
Canada and the Jewish National Fund.
JNF Toronto will direct funds toward
the rehabilitation of the Carmel Region
to help restore the woodland and aid
future fire fighting efforts.
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4TH ANNUAL

PITCH FOR ISRAEL

The fourth annual Pitch for Israel took
place on Sunday, August 21st, 2011 at
the Richmond Green Sports Complex
in Richmond Hill. The Pitch for Israel
is an annual community-wide softball
tournament hosting Men’s, Women’s
and Co-ed softball teams. This year’s
Pitch was organized in partnership with
the Jewish National Fund, One Family
Fund and Beit Halochem with 100%
of the net proceeds being allocated to
support vulnerable families in Israel.
Over $90,000 was raised this year, with
a total of $515,000 being raised since
2008 for Israel.
The Pitch for Israel was founded
by active community volunteer and
softball enthusiast Daniel Warner. This
year’s event featured 22 between a

WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

men’s, women’s and coed division with
over 300 players playing at the seven
softball diamonds at the Richmond
Green Sports Complex. Two JNF teams
playing this year were the JNF Future
Co-ed team and the JNF Altekackers
men’s team. Additional elements of
the day included The Toronto Blue
Jays “Hit, Run and Throw” promotion, a
Kosher picnic courtesy of Lazar Foods
and live entertainment by the Magen
Boys.
Daniel Warner says about the day: “The
Scotiabank Pitch For Israel continues
to provide the Jewish community with
a great opportunity to show their
solidarity with the people of Israel,
and a fantastic social atmosphere to
interact with one another. To date, we

have been able to raise over $500,000
to help those in need in Israel. This
years proceeds went to support Israeli
families in need through JNF, One
Family Fund and Beit Halochem. We
could not have done it without the 22
teams and their captains who we’d
like to extend a huge thank you and
yasher koach to. We would also like to
thank all of our incredible volunteers,
community
partners,
politicians,
media and a special thank you to our
committee. It was a true team effort and
we look forward to many more years of
continued fundraising success.”
JNF wishes to thank Daniel Warner
for his hard work and continuing
dedication to Israel.
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JNF/DOWNSVIEW PARK

TWINNING PROGRAM

On May 19, 2011 over 600 students from
Jewish, Catholic and public schools
across the GTA participated in the 3rd
School Twinning Day at Downsview
Park.
The Twinning Day involved students
coming together to plant trees in
the Canada Forest of Downsview
Park and by doing so, supporting the
rehabilitation of the Carmel Forests
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devastated by the recent fires in Israel.
The focus for this year’s school event
was biodiversity and the importance
of natural habitats such as forests for
all the earth’s creatures. The students
had the opportunity to watch a live
presentation with Animal Ambassadors
from Earth Rangers, view a special
film about the importance of forests,
explore interactive exhibits from the

Canadian Museum of Nature on climate
change, and participate in our flagship
activity, the tree planting.
Planning is already underway for
next year’s event. For sponsorship
and participation information, please
contact Ariela Fuerstenberg at
416-638-7200 x32 or
ariela.fuerstenberg@jnf.ca

VOLUME 12 NO. 2

JNF is very excited to announce it’s
second annual Cook for a Cause on
Thursday, October 27, 2011. This year’s
event will be in the beautiful Miele
Kitchen at St. Lawrence Market. The
evening will begin with hor douerves
and wine, but the main attraction will
be PR Creative Caterer’s executive
chef teaching the lovely ladies who
attend the event a new 3-course meal.
Committee member, Ruthie Berger
who has been involved with the
Mother Daughter events since it’s
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inception says about her participation
on the committee: “As a mother, it’s a
marvellous thing to be on a committee
with your “working aged” daughter
and see her in another environment
other than the ones we usually interact
within. These girls are smart and
capable, with ideas to spare and it’s
a pleasure to be on a committee with
enthusiastic young ladies who don’t
know the meaning of “same old”! What
a thrill for us moms. These girls are the
future of charitable organizations. All I
can say is ...look out!”

When asked why she remains
involved with the Mother Daughter
committee, chair Jenna Kellner says
“I love being on a committee with my
mom and fundraising for JNF together.
Supporting Israel, especially right now,
is a priority for us and everyone who
attends the event. ‘Cook for a Cause’ is
one of the ways mothers and daughters
can support Israel together.”

VOLUME 12 NO. 2

ARE YOU IN?
The second annual Hoops Classic will
take place on Sunday, November 13,
2011 at the Hoopdome. JNF is very
excited to be able to host the 5 on 5
tournament again, which will help to
develop a sports field at the Yafit Park
complex in Kibbutz HaHotrim in the
northern Carmel coast.
Committee member Alex Hennick
states: “I’m proud to be involved in the
2nd Annual JNF Hoops Classic, because
not only did we throw an incredible
tournament in our inaugural year, but
we really made a difference in Israel.
Building a playground in Moshav Rehov
with the remaining funds being donated
to the rehabilitation of the Carmel

WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

region after last year’s has motivated
me to do more. This year’s tournament
is guaranteed to be that much bigger
and better with great additions to the
board and the experience to take our
tournament to another level.”
This year we are expanding our men’s
40+ division to add two more teams.
We are also creating competitive and
recreational categories in the under
40 men’s division. Furthermore we
are looking to expand our prize pool
to reward top team and individual
fundraisers.
Lani Stern, an active committee member says: “After having helped JNF in

2010 to pioneer the first annual JNF
Hoops Classic, I’m extremely pleased
to be returning to the committee in year
two. I enjoy working with JNF because
of their commitment to the people and
land of Israel, from education and tourism to community development. This
year’s JNF Hoops Classic event will
build on the buzz from last year. Players in the 2011 tournament will benefit
from new stratified competition levels,
more sponsors and incredible giveaways.”
Get your team signed up now at www.
jnfhoopsclassic.com or call 416-6387200.
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HISTORY OF JNF - 110 YEARS
1931-1940

1901-1910

1933-1945 Rise of Nazi Germany and the Holocaust

JNF established with
Theodore Herzl’s
support in 1901 at the
Fifth Zionist Congress
in Basel, Switzerland.

Building of “Tower & Stockade” villages to counter
hostility of British Mandate government and local
Arab riots.
In 1939 land
expansion in
the southern
Coastal Plan
begins with
founding
of Kibbutz
Negba.

Invention of the Blue
Box (pushka) by Zvi
Hermann Schapira
Diaspora support of
afforestation begins
with the creation of the
“Olive Tree Fund”
The first JNF stamp issued in 1902 featuring Star of
David and the name “Zion.”

1941-1950

1911-1920

Groundwork laid for settlements that later became
moshavim and kibbutzim.
In 1920, first land purchases in the Jezreel Valley
completed

1921-1930

In 1921 British Mandate governance begins.
In 1922 KKL
Head Office
transferred
from Europe to
Jerusalem
Jezreel, Hefer,
and Zebulon
Valleys
transformed
from swamps
to viable
agricultural land
The Balfour Forest – JNF’s first major afforestation
project – begun in the Nazareth Hills.
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Ongoing land purchases in the Galilee, Etzion Bloc
in Judea and in the south
In 1946, eleven villages established in a single
night during “Operation Negev”
In November 1947
the United
Nations
proposes a
Jewish State
almost entirely along
the lines
of JNF land
holdings
In 1948, the State of Israel is declared and the War
of Independence begins
First Negev Dinner held in Canada in 1948 in
honour of the newly formed State of Israel and
sponsored by Jewish National Fund of Toronto.
JNF activity shifts from land purchases to land
development

VOLUME 12 NO. 2
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1951-1960

Soil reclamation and afforestation efforts expand
dramatically, providing employment for new
immigrants
1952-1958
Lake Hula
swampland
drained
In 1960, the
Government
of Israel and
the JNF sign a
Covenant that extend JNF principles of national
land ownership and hereditary leasehold to
practically all public land

New policy was introduced to opening the forests
to the people and creating forest parks
1973 Yom Kippur War
After the Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty in 1979,
vigorous development began in the Besor region
of the northwestern Negev

1981-2003

Almost 60,000 acres of trees planted during the
1980’s
Water
shortages
and drought
make R&D
into soil
and water
conservation
a priority

1961-1970

Development focused on the Galilee, the Arava
and other strategically important border areas
During the Six
Day War, JNF road
building facilitated
troop movements
between the fronts.
Increased
development in the
Arava, the Golan
Heights, the lower
Jordan Valley and
the Etzion Bloc,
while afforestation
projects intensify
throughout the
country

1971-1980

Novel methods
were developed for reclaiming sand dunes and
hill regions.

JNF assists
with
immigrant
absorption
from the
Soviet
Union and Ethiopia by undertaking massive land
infrastructure development projects such as EilatCanada

PRESENT DAY

Israel’s water consumption has grown some 50%
since 1960. Rainfall has not. JNF has pledged
to build
200 more
reservoirs
Security
for Israelis
is also
critical and
is meeting
this challenge by
building
security
roads.
A massive forest fire in December 2010 destroys
12,000 acres of woodlands and over 5 million
trees, killing forty-four people. JNF is taking
charge of the rehabilitation and renewal of the
land

WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA
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LOOKING TO GET INVOLVED WITH

JNF TORONTO?
GREAT! BECAUSE WE’RE LOOKING

FOR VOLUNTEERS!
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JOIN US AND HELP OUT WITH
ANY JNF EVENT, INCLUDING:

sunday, november 20, 2011 | the fairmont royal york hotel

ry Chairs
Dan, C.M.
n Di Nino
nda Frum
dfrey C.M.
harp O.C.
ald Sheff

ce Chairs
Cynamon
hell Ezrin
h E. Field
vid Kosoy
ronis Q.C.
k Wilson

General
o-Chairs
ny Hoffer
uchinsky
Springer

President
senhouse

he Board
y Werger

Director
h Cooper

MOTHER / DAUGHTER
j JEWISH

N AT ION A L F U N D OF TOR ON TO

TU BI’SHEVAT
TELETHON

j

2011 negev tribute dinner
in honour of

JOHN TORY GOLF CLASSIC
DINNER CO-CHAIRS: RONALD APPLEBY Q.C. , HARLEY MINTZ & HONEY SHERMAN

for information,reservations & advertising opportunities:

.

.

.

TEL:416.638.7200 FAX:416.638.7345 TOR@JNF.CA WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

CONTACT US: 416.638.7200 | TOR@JNF.CA
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SIMCHA PROGRAM
INVITATIONS WITH A MITZVAH!

Mark your special event by purchasing
exquisite JNF invitations for any
budget, which can be customized with
your own wording to use as invitations,
favors, table signs, thank-you and reply
cards.
Funds raised from the invitations can
be directed to the campaign of your
choice, such as tree planting, water
resource development in Israel, or the
Carmel Forest Fire Rehabilitation Fund.
INVITATIONS
Per-unit price plus 5.00-6.00 CAD per
invitation tax-deductible contribution
to JNF
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PLACE CARDS
Per unit price plus 1.50-2.00 CAD per
place card tax-deductible contribution
to JNF
ALSO AVAILABLE:
Invitation Inserts (Travel Arrangement
Cards, Reply Cards, etc.)
Thank-you Notes and “Save-the-Date”
Cards
The new invitations are being launched
in partnership with Toronto’s own The
Write Invite, owned by Niomi Herblum,
and using many of the exceptional
designs offered by international
cardstock company Encore Studios.

To view the catalogue and order
invitations, please contact
Niomi Herblum, The Write Invite B:
905.669.2827 C: 416.219.2831 info@
writeinvite.ca
Ariela Fuerstenberg, JNF 416.638.7200
ext 32 or ariela.fuerstenberg@jnf.ca
Not just for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs- any
occasion can be an opportunity
to enhance your celebration with
a Mitzvah: engagement parties,
weddings, and graduations…
The list goes on!
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RETRO ROSH HASHANA CARDS

The Jewish National Fund is in its 110th
year! From visionary seed to visionary
state, the JNF has been the caretaker
of the land of Israel for over a century.
From the first Blue Box in 1901, to
the over 240 million trees planted,
to our Hula Valley Bird Sanctuary, JNF
directs 100% of your donations to the
reclamation of Israel.
This Rosh Hashanah, we want to
celebrate the history of KKL/JNF and
give you a look at the beautiful posters
that were issued by Keren Kayemeth
L’Israel over the last 110 years. Rosh

Hashanah is a time of reflection,
making peace in the community
and striving to be a better person.
By making a donation to the Jewish
National Fund this holiday, 100% of
the money donated will go towards
community development, forestry
and environment, education, research
and development, water preservation,
tourism and recreation. Your charitable
donation is the perfect way to wish
family and friends “L’Shana Tova!” with
an exciting holiday card and a way to
honour the work of KKL/JNF through
“retro” artwork. Below you will see the

SATURDAY OCTOBER 29 TH AT 8 PM

bright, bold and vintage look of the
Rosh Hashanah cards available for you
this season. To make a donation, please
contact Dawn Banks, Tree Department
Co-ordinator at 416-638-7200 ext.
20 or dawn.banks@jnf.ca to make
arrangements.
From all of us at the Jewish National
Fund, we thank you, as these last 110
years would not be possible without
the support of our wonderful donors.
We wish you and yours a sweet and
prosperous New Year. Chag Sameach!
L’Shanah Tova

AT CHABAD FLAMINGO - 8001 BATHURST ST.

COME LISTEN TO GUEST SPEAKER

GIL HOFFMAN
CHIEF POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT FOR THE JERUSALEM POST

$10 NON SHUL MEMBER SUGGESTED DONATION LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
CO-SPONSORS: CHABAD FLAMINGO + JNF TORONTO
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ON THE OCCASION OF YIZKOR

IT IS A TRADITION TO MAKE A CHARITABLE DONATION IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE.
AS YIZKOR IS OBSERVED DURING THE HIGH HOLIDAYS, IT IS A TIME TO REMEMBER.
THE PROCEEDS OF THIS YEAR’S YIZKOR CAMPAIGN WILL BE DIRECTED TO THE

MILES OF TREES PROJECT.

AN INITIATIVE OF the Israel
Defense Forces, the project will
provide security for the thousands of
Israelis who live in the south of Israel
near Gaza.
Trees will be planted along sections
of two of Israel’s main roads that run
near Gaza. These trees will provide
many benefits such as preventing
erosion and the build up of sand dunes
and most importantly, it will provide
security to the many citizens and
soldiers who use these roads daily.

It is hoped that these trees will provide
cover for passers by and allow them to
travel the roads without fear.

A minimum donation of $90.00 will entitle
you to receive a Tree of Life Certificate to
commemorate your loved ones on the occasion
of Yizkor.

Trees will also be planted between
Gaza and the towns and villages
nearby. It is hoped that as with the
roads, the trees will provide security to
these cities, shielding them from gun
and rocket fire from Gaza in addition
to the enormous environmental
benefits derived from planting trees in
the Negev.

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

NAME _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________ CITY ______________ PROVINCE ___________ POSTAL CODE ___________
TEL (HOME) __________________ (BUS) ____________________ EMAIL __________________________________________
AMOUNT $ _______________

CHEQUE PAYABLE TO JEWISH NATIONAL FUND ENCLOSED
PLEASE CHARGE MY:
VISA
MASTERCARD

CARDHOLDER _____________________ ACCOUNT #__________ - __________ - __________ - __________ EXP.____ / _____
YOUR GIFT IS INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE

PLEASE COMPLETE FORM AND RETURN TO THE JNF OFFICE
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JEWISH NATIONAL FUND: 700 - 1000 FINCH AVENUE WEST.
TORONTO, ON M3J 2V5
TEL: 416.638.7200 FAX: 416.638.7345
EMAIL: TOR@JNF.CA WWW.JNFTORONTO.CA

